BUSINESS FOR SOUTH AFRICA PROVIDES UPDATE ON PPE PROCUREMENT

In March, Business for South Africa (B4SA) was set up as an independent and broad coalition of
volunteer resources, made up of business organisations and large and small companies, to assist the
country in its response to the pandemic. Its core executive sponsors are the Black Business Council
and Business Unity South Africa.
As part of this coalition, B4SA established an independent, efficient and scalable procurement
platform to urgently help secure the personal protective equipment (PPE) needed in South Africa.
This is a critical function that is underpinned by a team of skilled and capable volunteers with a
robust governance structure, and enables buyers and donors of PPE to timeously access bulk orders
of products which meet the necessary specifications, on a cost effective basis.
B4SA’s PPE procurement platform is one of many initiatives that are assisting the country to procure
critical PPE for frontline health care workers. All parties involved in B4SA operate on the premise
that they do so on either a pro bono or not-for-profit basis.
The pandemic has exposed the global risk of an over-reliance on single markets for the supply of
PPE. South Africa, as a historic net importer of PPE, is no different. At the onset of the pandemic,
PPE represented less than 2% of the overall medical equipment sales in the country, with surgical
gloves making up the vast majority of this. To compound this, South Africa, like much of the world,
had limited internal manufacturing and supply capacity and capability to deliver the vast quantities
of PPE needed in the country.
The country’s projected required spend for PPE until October 2020 is R7.5 billion. While donors are
helping to bridge this gap, and B4SA has, to date, facilitated donations in excess of R1.2 billion, much
more is needed.
B4SA’s order book is currently at R1.1 billion. This includes the procurement of:
○

N95 respirators: 12 million

○

Surgical masks for patients and health care workers: 38,2 million

○

Gowns: 100 000

○

Goggles / face visors: 120 000

○

Gloves (pairs): 900 000

○

Sanitizers: 275 000 litres

○

Ventilators: 200

The forward looking procurement pipeline stands at R200 million and B4SA’s procurement focus is
on securing gloves, gowns, scrubs, sanitiser, face visors, biohazard bags and FFP2 masks.
To read the full update, please go to https://www.businessforsa.org/b4sa-provides-update-on-ppeprocurement-efforts/
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